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CONFIDENTIAL HELSINKI 2528 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CSCE, FI, SU 

SUBJECT: SOVIET EMISSARY CONSULTS GOF ON CSCE 

REF: HELSINKI 2464 

1 . EMBASSY HAS LEARNED FROM MFA THAT SOVIET UNION CSCE 
EXPERT AND SPECIAL AMBASSADOR MENDELEYVICH WAS IN HELSINKI 
DEC 2-3 CONSULTING WITH GOF ON CSCE MATTERS. MENDELEYVICH 
REPORTEDLY DESCRIBED HIS VISIT AS THE FIRST STOP ON A 

NEW ROUND OF CSCE DISCUSSIONS. 

2. ACCORDING TO MFA SOURCE, DURING THE CONVERSATIONS 
MENDELEYVICH INDICATED SOVIET UNION STILL THINKING IN TERMS 
OF A SHORT BELGRADE MEETING WITHOUT FORMATION OF WORKING 
GROUPS AND WITHOUT FINAL STATEMENT. HOWEVER. AMBASSADOR 
MENDELEYVICH EMPHASIZED THAT SOVIET UNION HAS NO FIXED 
POSITION AS YET CONCERNING BELGRADE. FINNS RECEIVED CLEAR 
IMPRESSION SOVIET UNION WILL MAKE NO EFFORT TO DELAY OR 
AVOID BELGRADE MEETING. 
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3. MFA OFFICIALS REPORTEDLY GAVE SOVIET EMISSARY 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


THEIR CURRENT THINKING ON CSCE AND BELGRADE, WHICH EMBASSY 
WILT. REPORT IN SUBSEQUENT MESSAGE. 

4. ACCORDING TO MFA SOURCE, MFA OFFICIALS INFORMED 
MENDELEYVICH FULLY ON RECENT US CSCE COMMISSION CHAIRMAN 
FASCELL'S VISIT TO HELSINKI, EMPHASIZING THAT THEY WERE 
IMPRESSED WITH CONSTRUCTIVE NATURE OF COMMISSION'S VIEWS 
OF ITS RESPONSIBILITIES. THEY TOLD MENDELEYVICH THAT THE 

US COMMISSION INDICATED IT DOES NOT PLAN TO FOCUS ITS 
ATTENTION ON ONLY ONE COUNTRY OR ONE BASKET, BUT RATHER 
INTENDS TO BE EVEN HANDED AND OBJECTIVE. MENDELEYVICH 
REPORTEDLY EXPRESSED INTEREST IN FINNS’ ASSESSMENT OF 
US CSCE COMMISSION, BUT REITERATED THAT SOVIET UNION 
HAD BEEN CORRECT IN REFUSING VISAS TO COMMISSION MEMBERS 
ON GROUNDS THAT THEIR VISIT WOULD BE INTERFERENCE IN 
INTERNAL SOVIET UNION AFFAIRS. 

5. MENDELEYVICH ALSO REPORTEDLY ASKED FOR GOF REACTION 
TO WARSAW PACT PROPOSAL THAT CSCE SIGNATORIES RENOUNCE 
FIRST USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. MFA REPORTEDLY DECLINED 
TO COMMENT ON GROUNDS IT HAD NOT HAD TIME TO STUDY 
PROPOSAL. 
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